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Beginning with a brief discussion of theories and 
facts in connection with solvent action, vapor pres- 
sure and evaporation, viscosity, plasticity, i d a m -  
mability and toxicity, the author presents extensive 
data concerning the common as well as the lesser 
known solvents. Classification of solvents is made 
according to their chemical constitution, i. e., hydro- 
carbons and hydrogenated derivatives, halogenated 
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ethers, esters; the properties, uses and other tech- 
nical data are given for individual solvents under the 
foregoing classification. Inclusion of 126 tables and 
291 charts, graphs and figures showing the properties 
of solvents and mixtures of solvents provides for a 
ready comparison of these substances under varying 
conditions. A chapter on plasticizers, giving their 
properties and uses, is also presented. The last of the 
17 chapters of the book deals with methods of gra- 
phical expression and interpretation, particularly as 
these apply to  the subject of solvents. Abundant 
literature references are given a t  the close of each 
chapter. Chemists and others who are concerned 
with solvents will find a wealth of information which 
may well make the book indispensable to them- 
ARTHUR OSOL. 




